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Background

Native Fish Australia (Vic) partners with schools, government agencies and grant
programs to place fish tanks in schools. Participation in our Fish Tanks in Schools
program can be self-funded by schools or through grants secured by the school or
Native Fish Australia. This funding is used to cover the costs of the fish tank,
equipment, some tank maintenance and educational sessions.

Aims of the Project

Fish Tanks in Schools provide an opportunity for student engagement and learning at
all year levels and across many curriculum areas. Topics that can learnt through fish
tanks include animal husbandry, native fish conservation, aquatic ecology, habitat
restoration, water quality issues, water chemistry and maths. There are also
opportunities to breed the fish and involve schools in the reintroduction of native fish
into local waterways. The fish tanks provide a peaceful ambiance in the classroom
and allow students and staff to develop a connection with native fish and the aquatic
environment.

The Fish Tanks

The fish tanks are custom made from 10mm shatterproof glass, and the tank
dimensions are 100cm x 40cm x 45c¢cm. They are installed on a black wooden cabinet
and come with an external canister filter and an LED light. Gravel substrate,
decorative rocks or wood, and native aquatic plants are also included.

Typical tank set up |



Who owns the fish tank?

The fish tank remains the property of the school or property of Native Fish Australia
(Vic), if a loan agreement is signed before setting up the tank at the school.

What species of fish are stocked into the fish tank?

The fish tanks are stocked with small bodied native fish that are endemic to the
school’s local area. Typical species include Southern Pygmy Perch (Nannoperca
australis), Murray River Rainbowfish (Melanotaenia fluviatilis), Southern Purple
Spotted Gudgeon (Mogurnda adspersa) and galaxiids such as Dwarf Galaxias
(Galaxiella pusilla).
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Who is responsible for feeding the fish?

It is the school’s responsibility to feed the fish. They should be fed daily and require
only a small quantity of suitable food, which will be provided.

Who is responsible for maintaining the fish tank?

The school is responsible for maintenance of the fish tank. The tanks have been
designed to keep maintenance to a minimum and training will be provided to school
staff. The main requirement is regular partial water changes, and occasional filter
cleaning and water quality testing. Native Fish Australia will provide some tank
maintenance visits and are happy to organise additional visits and offer advice on any
problems encountered.

Will the fish be okay over the breaks between terms?

Yes. It would be great if the feeding regime is continued during the holidays, but a
reduced (every second or third day) schedule will not harm the fish. Alternatively,
arrangements can be made for Native Fish Australia to assist during this time if
required.

Training and education

As part of the program, two educational sessions will be provided. These will
introduce caring for the fish and managing the tank, along with topics including water
quality, native fish species and their habitats/ecology, basic fish sampling, the effects
of introduced fish on native fish communities, threats to native fish and current
recovery actions for native fish species.

Any other questions please contact Tim Curmi, Native Fish Australia (Vic)
Public Officer, on 0417419765 or public@nativefish.asn.au




