Greetings from New President Owen Macdonald. August 2026.

NFA (Victoria) has a new president for the 2026/2027 year. As | take over from Tim Curmi
who has held the post for thirteen years straight, a remarkable effort, well done Tim. In all
honesty | cannot carry on in the Presidential role in the manner Tim could. Firstly | do not
have the in depth knowledge of native fish that Tim has. Secondly Tim has acted as the go to
person for all things related to the NFA. | neither have the time or energy to fill all these
tasks so the members and the committee will have to assist me in covering and assisting
with the many tasks, required to keep NFA fully operational.

As | currently serve on other club committees, | hope to bring the best of their practices and
operations to the NFA club. In my long working life, | managed several service companies
and effectively transitioned to my own training company. Also | have over seventy five years
of life experiences to bring to the NFA Presidency.

The NFA Victoria is a good club with an important mandate to help preserve native fish in
Victoria it has some excellent people who have kept the club running over many years. Now
that we have received some significant Government funding | believe we can do better
especially if we can couple the funding with the collective knowledge, experience and skills
of our committee and the general membership of NFA.

To support this, | believe all members can contribute as volunteers without needing to join
the committee or attend meetings in person. | would like to make greater use of video
conferencing so members can interact with the NFA committee remotely. As President, |
hope to involve as many members as possible in supporting the general committee where
they can. The more members participate in club activities, the more they will gain from their
NFA membership. To that end, | will provide a list of tasks where members can help with NFA
activities. If you see a role or task you can do, or would like to learn more about, we will
welcome your input and assistance.

Good communications is the life blood of any organisation. To this end | would like to see a
monthly newsletter produced and sent to all members. | would provide a monthly
Presidents report on NFA events and a calendar of future activities. With the good will and
members contributions, | believe we can make NFA better prepared to meet the future

environment challenges facing native fish in Victoria.
Kind Regards,
Owen Macdonald.

NFA President.



NFA Roles & Tasks open for all NFA Members.

(1)

(2)
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(4)

()

(6)

Newsletter. To improve NFA communications we will require an Editor and perhaps
an Assistant Editor to help with producing the monthly newsletter. This might be a
good role anyone with an interest in communications or journalism or just someone
with some computer skills and a bit of spare time. There would be very little writing
involved, mostly it would be laying out the received information into a legible
document. Then calling it the NFA newsletter.

Social Media Content Creators

“Finfluencer” volunteer positions available

In response to member feedback at our “Have your say in the future of

NFA” meeting on May 12th, NFA is looking to increase our social media

presence and is seeking volunteer content creators. The casual role could

involve documenting the lives of our hatchery fish and NFA activities,

writing updates or promoting our events on Instagram and Facebook, but

we are open to all and any ideas. This is a great opportunity for our social

media savvy members to get involved and help promote the great work

NFA does.

Fishing Trips. We need a person or persons to help reestablish angling as a NFA
activity. One important activity would be the Graham Creed challenge this is a fishing
trip where the results of the catch (numbers, species, size & weight) are collated and
sent to NSW fisheries for research data. This trip has waned in recent times and
needs re-energising. The fishing trip coordinator might also know of some fishing
places ideally with private access to river or lake frontage in Victoria, where NFA
members could stay and fish.

New Member Contact. | would like an NFA member to act as an agent of welcoming,

for new members to the club. This is a personal touch of integration that will help
new members, feel at ease. We can also find out from them their knowledge and
skills that might assist future NFA activities. This role would suit a friendly person
who enjoys talking to people. | would also like them to develop a new members
greeting pack of information on NFA activities and achievements.

Hatchery Volunteers. Members who wish to learn more about our hatchery activities

are always welcome to our hatchery working bee days (usually a Sunday morning)
where hatchery maintenance tasks are carried out, with a BBQ lunch provided.
(weather permitting)

Field Trips. We often are looking for volunteers to assist in fish surveys and stocking
releases once we get the newsletter up and running these dates will be displayed and
the number volunteers required would be listed.

Kind Regards,



Owen Macdonald



