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Members & Supporters, 

While many of our members are hibernating or have flown north for the winter, we have 

been keeping warm with plenty of recent activities and have lots more planned. We hope 

you can brave the cold join us soon for some of these upcoming events!  

 

Upcoming Events: 

• NFA General Meeting Trivia night – Tuesday 14th July  

From 7pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

• NFA Field Trip Broodstock collection Thursday 16th & Friday 17th July 

• NFA Field Trip Broodstock collection Thursday 23rd & Friday 24th July  

• NFA Committee Meeting Tuesday 28th July  

7:30pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

• NFA Annual General Meeting with guest speaker Fraser Asquith – Tuesday 11th 

August. From 7pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

• Hatchery Working Bee – Sunday 16th August 

From 9:30am at NFA’s Hatchery at the Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary 

• NFA Committee Meeting Tuesday 25th August  

7:30pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

• ‘LiveStream' by Artist Alison Bennett for Walking Thomastown Saturday 29th August 

• Fish Display – Goulburn Fishing Festival Saturday 5th September 

• NFA General Meeting with guest speaker Mac Campbell – Tuesday 8th September  

From 7pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

 

https://www.nativefish.asn.au/


General Meeting: “Native Facts Australia” Trivia Night – 14th July 

We're doing something a bit different for our July 14th meeting... It's a "Native FACTS 

Australia" trivia night! Hosted by NFA's Vice President/quizmaster, Jayne, with heaps of 

prizes up for grabs, entertainment guaranteed and FREE PIZZA for all, so everyone's a 

winner! 

Naturally there'll be plenty of fishy 

questions, but we'll cover a broad 

range of topics. They're all 

Australian, some silly, few 

formidable and occasionally 

obscure. So fear not if you aren't 

an afishionado, your familiarity 

with Australia's Big Things could 

equal a big win! Our amazing prize 

selection includes fishing gear, 

aquarium equipment and a romantic dinner date with Lynden (the ravenous Trout Cod).  

As per usual, the hatchery will be open for viewing from 7pm and the meeting will 

commence at 7:30pm with NFA(Vic) updates, followed by our trivia competition. Please join 

us for a thrilling night of fun, games and pizza, all NFA members and guests are welcome. 

 

NFA Field Trips: Broodstock Collection – 16th/17th & 23rd/24th July 

NFA members will be collecting Southern Pygmy Perch broodstock for our captive 

breeding program under our collection permit. Our first trip will be to Whittlesea on 

Thursday 16th and Friday 17th July, followed by a second trip to Yarra Junction on Thursday 

23rd and Friday 24th July. We'll meet at our hatchery at 2pm on the Thursdays before 

heading off to set traps, then return to check them the following morning after meeting at 

the hatchery at 7am. 

This is a great opportunity for anyone interested in gaining hands-on experience with fish 

collection methods, including the use of bait traps and dip netting. After all, there's no better 

time of year to pull on a pair of waders and jump into a creek than the middle of July! But if 

that isn't your thing, don't worry, we'll need feet on the ground too, not everyone in the 

water. Please email president@nativefish.asn.au if you are interested in joining us or would 

like more information. 

     

mailto:president@nativefish.asn.au


Annual General Meeting: Fraser Asquith on Flathead Galaxias – 11th August 

Our Annual General Meeting will kick off with 

the usual formalities, including reports, 

elections and general business. We’ll also 

discuss updating our constitution and the 

recent changes to membership fees. Once 

that’s done and dusted, we can move on to the 

fun stuff: Fraser Asquith’s presentation his 

Flathead Galaxias (Galaxias rostratus) honours 

project, which is focused on defining their 

habitat and improving sampling success. This 

will be an interesting follow on from Tim 

Fernando’s “Stranger Fins: Saving the Ghost 

Fish” presentation at our February 2026 

meeting.  

 

Hatchery Working Bee – 16th August 

The next hatchery working bee will on Sunday 16th August, starting from 9.30am and 

finishing with a BBQ lunch in the early afternoon. We will be doing general hatchery 

maintenance, cleaning and repairs. Please come along and bring your friends to help 

support our conservation hatchery and get a taste of what our hatchery volunteers do to 

keep our fish happy and healthy!  

 

         

                    Photos by Alison Bennett from our latest hatchery working bee 

 

Walking Thomastown: ‘LiveStream' by Alison Bennett – 29th August 

Artist Alison Bennett is developing a moving image artwork featuring Australia native fish 

species associated with the Edgars Creek region. The work will be projected onto the 

historic Thomastown Lutheran Church, situated on a small rise encircled by Edgar’s creek 

as part of City of Whittlesea’s Walking Thomastown 2026 event, the evening of Saturday 

29 August 2026. As part of the development of this work, Alison has been capturing video 

footage at Native Fish Australia’s hatchery, and we cannot wait to see the final artwork! 



  

Stay in touch with the development of the LiveStream project by following Alison on 

Instagram at www.instagram.com/bennettalison/ 

More information about Dr Alison Bennett at alisonbennett.net   

 

NFA’s recent activities and events 

     

Behind the scenes: Alison Bennett capturing the beauty of our native fish in the hatchery 

 

 

Planting at Hughes Creek 

https://www.instagram.com/bennettalison/
https://msalisonbennett.wordpress.com/


 

 

Hughes Creek planting and stakes in-stream day 

 

  

June’s guest speaker Taylor Hunt of VFA 
Checking out our hatchery 

Fish display at the Eltham Community 
Enviro Expo 

    

Fish Tanks in Schools Program visit to St Mary’s College and Seymour College 



  

Victorian Parliamentary Friends of 
Landcare Environmental Volunteer 

Showcase at Parliament House 

Representing NFA and Nangak Tamboree 
Wildlife Sanctuary at Melbourne Water’s 
Catchments and Waterways Showcase 

  

Social Media: Instagram  

In addition to Facebook, our active social media accounts now 

include Instagram! Follow @nativefishaustralia for fishy 

content and NFA updates, and don’t forget to tag us in your posts 

(instead of the inactive @nfavic account, which we unfortunately 

don’t have access to).  

Please check out and follow all our social media accounts to get 

up to date information on activities and upcoming events 

www.instagram.com/nativefishaustralia/ 

www.facebook.com/NativeFishAustralia/ 

www.facebook.com/NativeFishAustraliaVic/ 

www.facebook.com/groups/NFA.Discussion/ 

 

Membership renewals 

By now most of you will have received a membership renewal invoice via Member 

Wizard, our new member management application. These emails will have come from 

Native-Fish-Australia-Victoria@memberwizard.com.au, however, all replies and 

membership inquiries should still be sent to membership@nativefish.asn.au. For those 

keen to stick with tradition, you can still renew using the usual form, available on our 

website: https://www.nativefish.asn.au/home/page/Membership 

A huge thank you to everyone who has already paid their renewal fees, it’s been fantastic 

to see the success of implementing this new system! As for everyone who is yet to pay, we 

still love you and look forward to another year of having you as a member, when you’re 

ready! 

https://www.instagram.com/nativefishaustralia/
https://www.instagram.com/nfavic/
http://www.instagram.com/nativefishaustralia/
https://www.facebook.com/NativeFishAustralia/
https://www.facebook.com/NativeFishAustraliaVic/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NFA.Discussion/
mailto:Native-Fish-Australia-Victoria@memberwizard.com.au
mailto:membership@nativefish.asn.au
https://www.nativefish.asn.au/home/page/Membership


Just a reminder, our new fee structure is as follows: 

Students $10,  Concession/Pensioners $20,  Adults $30,  Family (two adults & children) $40 

 

We would like to thank our sponsors who have assisted NFA (Vic) over many years 
with support and prizes for the Graeme Creed Native Fish Challenge & the Ovens 
Challenge as well as various raffle prizes and assistance in the hatchery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

 

      

 

  

 



    

 

 

 

 

A special thanks to La Trobe University and the Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary 

for hosting our monthly meetings 

 

 

Any question please contact us on the details below: 

 

Tim Curmi 

President  

Native Fish Australia (Vic) 

president@nativefish.asn.au 

0417419765 

OR for hatchery related inquiries: 

Jayne Burton 

Vice President & Hatchery Manager 

Native Fish Australia (Vic) 

hatchery@nativefish.asn.au 
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