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Members & Supporters, 

In this jampacked update we thank our former president, Tim Curmi, for his hard work and 

we welcome our new president, Owen Macdonald. We have lots of exciting events coming 

up and plenty of opportunities for our members to get involved in NFA activities. We hope to 

see you soon, but for now, please enjoy our latest up!  

 

Upcoming Events: 

• Fish Display – Goulburn Fishing Festival Saturday 5th September 

• NFA General Meeting with guest speaker Mac Campbell – Tuesday 8th September  

From 7pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

• MRWA “Unseen Creatures” Quilt Launch – Wednesday 9th September 

• NFA Committee Meeting Tuesday 22nd September 

7:30pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

• NFA General Meeting with guest speaker Al Danger– Tuesday 13th October. From 

7pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

• Hatchery Working Bee – Sunday 18th October 

From 9:30am at NFA’s Hatchery at the Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary 

• NFA Committee Meeting Tuesday 27th October 

7:30pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

• Avoca River Community Event Friday 6th November 

• Burnanga River Voices Festival, Shepperton, Saturday 7th November 

• Fish Survey – Great Southern Bioblitz Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th November 

Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary 

• NFA General Meeting with guest speaker Anne Paul – Tuesday 10th November  

From 7pm at La Trobe University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary  

https://www.nativefish.asn.au/


Thank you, Tim Curmi 

We would like to express our deep appreciation for 

Tim Curmi and his 13 dutiful years as Native Fish 

Australia (Vic)'s President. During this time, he has 

devoted countless hours to our organisation and has 

contributed significant changes for the better.  

Tim’s key achievements include growing our 

membership from around 30 to over 110 members 

and increasing our annual budget from approximately 

$10,000 to $150,000! He shifted NFAs focus from 

breeding Macquarie perch to small-bodied natives, 

initiating the recovery of Southern Pygmy perch (MD 

lineage), and moving the group towards a stronger 

conservation focus, while maintaining our angling roots.  

Tim developed strong relationships with government agencies and community groups, 

forming partnerships with CMAs, organising live fish displays and frequently delivering 

presentations at a wide range of events. He was responsible for the inception and 

development of our Fish Tanks in Schools Program and worked with NSW Fisheries to 

continue the Graeme Creed Native Fish Challenge.  

Tim was integral to obtaining our new purpose-built hatchery, he reconnected NFA with La 

Trobe University and coordinated the process from early conversations through to our big 

move. He also secured three years of DEECA funding for its operation, allowing us to 

significantly expand our native fish conservation efforts! 

NFA was dwindling when Tim began his presidency, now it’s thriving and we can’t thank 

him enough for all that he’s done. But don't worry, our beloved Tim will still be around, 

remaining on our committee with an undying love for native fish!   

 

News from NFA’s AGM 

Following our elections at NFA’s Annual General Meeting on 11th August, we would like to 

introduce our 2026/27 Committee Members: 

    

President:  

Owen Macdonald 

Vice President: 

Jayne Burton 

Secretary:  

Aleks Sladojevic 

Treasurer:  

Jim Selman 

Committee: Bruce Clayton, Peter Clayton, Tim Curmi, Jan Kleyn, Ron Lewis, Claire 

McCarthy, George Paras, Romani Rechichi, John Stone, Nick Thorne & Clive Vickers  



2025-26 Presidents Report 

In his final year as president, Tim Curmi reported another busy and successful year for 

Native Fish Australia (Vic), thanks to our committee, volunteers, partnerships and sponsors.  

Highlights from the year include community education with many live fish displays, native 

fish conservation stocking projects, expanding our Fish Tanks in Schools program, securing 

various grants, meeting with politicians, strengthening relationships with stakeholders, 

hosting angling trips and growing our membership. Thanks to DEECA funding, we have 

increased production in our hatchery and currently hold numerous endangered and 

threatened species for educational display. 

You can read further details in the full Presidents Report 2025-26 attached. 

 

A message from our new President, Owen 

Owen Macdonald has written a letter to our members introducing himself, the skills and 

experience he brings, and his intensions for NFA’s as our new President. Owen believes a 

collaborative approach and good communication will be key to furthering NFA’s objectives. 

He hopes to get more members involved in coordinating and contributing to our activities 

and has provided a list of roles and tasks open for all members.  

We encourage you to read Owen’s letter and the volunteer position descriptions in the 

attached Greetings from New President Owen Macdonald August 2026 document.   

 

NFA at the Goulburn Fishing Festival – 5th September 

NFA will have a stall and live fish display at the Goulburn Fishing Festival on Saturday 5th 

September 9am – 2pm, Lions Park, Riverside Drive, Eildon. Come join us for fishy fun at 

this free event! 

 

vfa.vic.gov.au/recreational-fishing/events/trout-opening-festivals/goulburn-fishing-festival 

https://vfa.vic.gov.au/recreational-fishing/events/trout-opening-festivals/goulburn-fishing-festival


General Meeting: “Hybridisation of Murray Cod and Trout Cod”  

Mac Campbell – 8th September 

Dr. Matthew "Mac" Campbell is generously traveling from 

Sydney to present at NFA’s September meeting. In fact, Mac 

has come all the way from America as a Charles Gilbert 

Heydon Travelling Research Fellow at The University of 

Sydney. So, we are very lucky to have this international guest 

speaker joining us! 

Mac will be speaking on his co-authored in-revision manuscript 

“Hybridisation Dynamics of Murray Cod and Trout Cod in 

Cataract Reservoir”. The study is summarised below: 

Murray cod and trout cod are large-bodied native fishes of the Murray-Darling Basin. The trout cod 

has undergone significant declines and is a listed species. Trout cod can hybridise with Murray cod, 

which has raised various conservation concerns. We examine a mixed sample of cod at a 

translocated population outside their natural range and determine the extent of hybridisation. We 

found that while hybrids form a large portion of fish caught, genetically pure trout cod have 

persisted, indicating that there are mechanisms preventing introgression and species collapse. 

While the risk of species collapse from hybridisation through genetic homogenisation appears low, 

demographic costs to hybridisation are apparent for trout cod as reproductive output of females is 

being lost to hybridisation. 

As per usual, the hatchery will be open for viewing from 7pm and the meeting will 

commence at 7:30pm with NFA(Vic) updates, followed by Mac’s presentation. Please join 

us for a fascinating and informative night, all NFA members and guests are welcome. 

 

“Unseen Creatures” Victorian Quilters Showcase – 9th – 12th September  

The Maribyrnong River and Waterways Association's Community Quilt Project - Unseen 

Creatures will feature in the Victorian Quilters Showcase, as part of The Craft & Quilt Fair 

held 9th - 12th September at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre. Tickets are available via 

https://craftfair.com.au/melbourne.  

 

NFA members who 

contributed to the quilt 

are invited to a special 

launch event on 

Wednesday 9th 

September from 2pm – 

3pm!  

 

 

https://craftfair.com.au/melbourne


General Meeting: Al Danger – 13th October 

Our guest presenter for NFA's October meeting is Dr. Al Danger, a Senior Asset Manager 

at Melbourne Water. Al holds a PhD in Aquatic Biology/Limnology and will be speaking on 

Melbourne Water's upcoming Lang Lang Fish Lock project. This fish lock, a type of fishway, 

will enable native fish to move up and down the Lang Lang River. Its design has been 

informed by the performance of other fishways that Al will also discuss, including Dights 

Falls, Coburg Lake, Pillars Crossing and fishways in the Maribyrnong River.   

 

Hatchery Working Bee – 18th October 

The next hatchery working bee will on Sunday 18th 

October, starting from 9.30am and finishing with a 

BBQ lunch in the early afternoon. We will be doing 

general hatchery maintenance, cleaning and 

repairs. Please come along and bring your friends 

to help support our conservation hatchery and get 

a taste of what our hatchery volunteers do to keep 

our fish happy and healthy! 

 

Burnanga River Voices Festival – 7th November 

The Burnanga Indigenous Fishing Club’s Burnanga River Voices Festival is on Saturday 7th 

November, 4pm – 10.30pm in Shepparton. NFA may have a live fish display, TBC, but 

we’re excited to attend this community-led cultural event regardless!  

Further details and updates: www.facebook.com/events/1573702727487145  

       www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1574399  

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/events/1573702727487145
http://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1574399


Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary Fish Survey – 28th & 29th November  

As part of the Great Southern Bioblitz, NFA will be conducting a fish survey at La Trobe 

University’s Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary on Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th 

November. https://events.humanitix.com/fish-survey-gsb2026 

We will be setting traps in the evening on Saturday and meeting again Sunday morning to 

check the traps. This is a great opportunity to get hands on experience with fish survey 

methods and look stylish in a pair of waders (provided). Please let us know if you’re 

interested in participating on both or either day.  

       

Our April 2026 Fish Survey at La Trobe’s Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

Hatchery Update 

Winter hasn't slowed us down, with the hatchery 

remaining a hive of activity! We're very excited to 

be in the Dwarf Galaxia breeding season, but 

strangely, our Southern Purple Spotted Gudgeons 

were first to lay eggs! They usually breed in the 

summer, but we're not complaining as we got to 

witness the spawning and captured some 

awesome footage. After our latest successful 

Southern Pygmy Perch broodstock collection trip, 

we now have excellent genetic diversity ready for 

breeding over the spring-summer. We've recently 

recruited several new hatchery volunteers, but 

there's always room for more, so please get in 

touch if you're interested in join the team or  

purchasing fish! hatchery@nativefish.asn.au 

Our current stock available for purchase 

includes Southern Purple Spotted Gudgeon, 

Southern Pygmy Perch, Glass Fish, and 

Common Galaxias. The hatchery is open for tours 

and fish purchases on Thursdays between 1pm – 

3pm and Sundays between 10am – 12pm, or by 

appointment.  
New Southern Pygmy Perch Broodstock 

A spawning pair of Southern Purple Spotted 
Gudgeons resting beside their eggs 

https://events.humanitix.com/fish-survey-gsb2026
mailto:hatchery@nativefish.asn.au


NFA’s recent activities and events 

 

 

 

 

Green, red, blue,  

fish come in all colours 

and our hatchery 

visitors too! 

Above: Stepping out of 

the hatchery and down 

to Galaxiella Billabong 

with Ellen Sandell MP. 

Right: Colin Brooks 

MP, Lynden the Trout 

cod & NFA members. 

Below: Touring the 

hatchery with  

Richard Welch MP.  



Below: We braved the cold and battled dense vegetation but had so much fun  

during our very successful Southern Pygmy Perch broodstock collection trips! 

  

  

  



  

Above: Our Fish Display with Lalor Landcare & Alison Bennett’s ‘LiveStream’  

data-projection at the Walking Thomastown festival, such a magical night! 

 

Seeking volunteers 

We have a wide range of volunteer tasks and position available, as described in the 

attached document and summarised below: 

1. Newsletter: We’re looking for editors to help us produce a monthly NFA newsletter. 

2. Social Media: This is a content creator role for managing and posting on our pages  

3. Fishing Trips: We would like to organise more NFA angling trips and are seeking a 

fishing trip coordinator. 

4. New Member Contact: This role could involve welcoming new members, developing 

an info pack and supporting their involvement in our activities.  

5. Hatchery Volunteers: Our hatchery offers opportunities to learn about native care 

and breeding and help us develop protocols for our operations.  

6. Field Trips:  We’re looking for assistance with coordinating and promoting activities 

such as fish surveys and stocking releases. 

 

Membership renewals 

We've been hugely successful during our latest annual membership renewal period, thanks 

to our new membership management system, Member Wizard! Combined with a recent 

influx of new members, largely students who are now paying only $10, we're delighted to 

currently have 111 NFA (Vic) members! 

Our members now have access to NFA's Member Wizard Member Portal. Here you can 

update your details, pay membership fees online and find a range of documents, including 

past NFA Updates and much more to come! 

You can access the Member Portal HERE or via the link on our website: 

www.nativefish.asn.au/home/page/Membership 

Registration instructions were emailed to members on 28th August but if you have any 

issues, please email webmaster@nativefish.asn.au 

https://memberwizardportal.au/?organisationKey=45e7c27e-9497-4851-9ca3-60ed2f31e501
https://memberwizardportal.au/?organisationKey=45e7c27e-9497-4851-9ca3-60ed2f31e501
http://www.nativefish.asn.au/home/page/Membership
mailto:webmaster@nativefish.asn.au


Social Media  

Please check out and follow all our social media accounts to get the latest info on our 

recent activities and upcoming events 

www.instagram.com/nativefishaustralia/ 

www.facebook.com/NativeFishAustralia/ 

www.facebook.com/NativeFishAustraliaVic/ 

www.facebook.com/groups/NFA.Discussion/ 

 
 
We would like to thank our sponsors who have assisted NFA (Vic) over many years 
with support and prizes for the Graeme Creed Native Fish Challenge & the Ovens 
Challenge as well as various raffle prizes and assistance in the hatchery.  
 
 
 
 

     
 

 

      

 

  

http://www.instagram.com/nativefishaustralia/
https://www.facebook.com/NativeFishAustralia/
https://www.facebook.com/NativeFishAustraliaVic/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NFA.Discussion/


 

    

 

 

 

 

A special thanks to La Trobe University and the Nangak Tamboree Wildlife Sanctuary 

for hosting our monthly meetings 

 

Any question please contact us on the details below: 

 

Owen Macdonald 

President 

Native Fish Australia (Vic) 

president@nativefish.asn.au 

Tim Curmi 

Public Officer 

Native Fish Australia (Vic) 

public@nativefish.asn.au 

0417419765 

Jayne Burton 

Vice President & Hatchery Manager 

Native Fish Australia (Vic) 

hatchery@nativefish.asn.au 

mailto:president@nativefish.asn.au
mailto:public@nativefish.asn.au
mailto:hatchery@nativefish.asn.au

