
Presidents Report 2025/26
Native Fish Australia (Vic)

It has again been a very busy and ultimately successful year for me in my last year as 
President and for NFA (Vic).  Below are some of the highlights for me from the last year and 
into the future.

First thanks to the committee especially Jayne 

Thanks also to our great team of hatchery volunteers who do a great job maintaining our 
hatchery and taking on new challenges on a daily basis.

And to our sponsors – Aussie Angler, AFN/Freshwater Fishing, Yarrawonga Holiday Park, 
Predator lures, Adventure Camping, Fishing & Firearms Wangaratta, Victorian Fisheries 
Authority, NSW Fisheries, Aquariums by Design, Middle Creek Aquaculture and the La 
Trobe Uni Wildlife Sanctuary.

Relationships with other stakeholders
We have continued to develop relationships with a number of different organisations.  These 
include:  

 GBCMA 
o Tree planting on Hughes Creek at Avenel & instream habit enhancement 

(stakes in stream)
o Fish display at Seymour field days

o Ongoing fishy discussions

 NCCMA
o Live fish displays in North Central Victoria

 Melbourne Water
o Fish tanks at a number of sites.

o Support for fish release in and around Melbourne

 City of Dandenong
o A live fish display & angling day – Discover Dandenong Creek Festival

 City of Whittlesea
o Monitoring of Southern Pygmy perch stocked into old quarry

o 500 SPP to be stocked into Peter Hopper Lake

 Ongoing monitoring

 City of Stonnington
o More SPP to be stocked into small urban waterway

 Ongoing monitoring

 Eastern Freeway Alliance
o 500 SPP to be stocked into existing wetland & more into new wetland 

adjacent to freeway.

 ANGFA
o Many joint activities/projects

o Murray camping trip & other field trips
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o Combined field trips

 Fisheries Vic & NSW
Hatchery

 Have been in new hatchery for around 24 months

 Obtained & hold permits 
o Hold & display endangered native fish from DEECA

o Aquaculture & Display permits from the VFA

o Broodstock collection permits for Dwarf Galaxias & Southern Pygmy perch

o General permits to monitor our fish stocking from the VFA

o Translocation (Stocking) permits from the VFA

 Continue to hold the following for education/display
o Trout Cod

o Murray Cod

o Macquarie Perch

o Australian Bass

o Catfish

o Silver perch

o River Blackfish

 Have successfully breed 
o Murray River Rainbowfish

o Southern Purple Spotted Gudgeon

o Southern Pygmy Perch

 Collected broodstock from two separate populations
o Dwarf Galaxias

 Issues with mould & water tank
o Being addressed by La Trobe Uni

 Victorian Budget allocation for hatchery
o $100,000 per year for 3 years for staffing & to assist to develop a sustainable 

business model for ongoing operations

Fish Tanks in Schools program

 Tanks into Seymour Secondary schools – Icon schools project
o 2 tanks at Seymour college – will breed SPSG

o 3 aquaculture vats to St Marys Seymour – will breed MRR

 Installed tank Baccus Marsh Grammar

 New Tank into “Our Place” Carlton

 Many more schools interested
o Need to develop curriculum 

Grants

 Small VFA grant for 2026 Ovens River Challenge.

 Stronger Clubs Grant from the VFA
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Membership
Continues to consolidate.  Have around 105 financial members & more new members all the 
time.  Need to continue to grow and manage membership.  Now using Membership Wizard to
help manage members

Meetings with Politicians & La Trobe Uni
 Visits to hatchery by

o Travis Dowling, Taylor Hunt & Mark Adams   VFA
o Ellen Sandell   Victorian Greens
o Mark Smith   COO La Trobe Uni
o Richard Welsh   Liberal
o Colin Brooks   State member Labour (21/8/26)
o Have invited various other politicians & community leaders

Talks
 Wetland Warriors Conference held at Mildura

Strategic Plan
 Need to develop a strategic plan.  

Facebook pages
 Pages continue to grow with information shared regularly   
 Thanks to George Jayne & Jim Selman for contributions to both pages & discussion 

group.  
 Recommence using Instagram
 Plans to update website using WordPress

Angling Trips
 Graeme Creed Native Fish Challenge – held in Feb 2026.  Due to declining numbers 

decided to discontinue in present form.  Hopefully with continue in different 
form/location.  NSW fisheries continue to use fish data collected.

 Ovens River Challenge – in Partnership with the Australian Trout Foundation.
 Albert Parl Lake – Melbourne Cup Day
 Murray trip combined with ANGFA 
 Cod opening – Great interest from members & friends
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